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The Development of Occupational Standards and Professional Qualifications for
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Abstract

This article is an application of research and development concept with the
objective to develop professional standards and qualifications of Chinese language teachers
in Thailand. Appropriate tools and criteria were studied and then tried out. The satisfaction
with occupational standards, professional qualifications and assessment criteria for Chinese

language teachers in Thailand was also investigated. The results of the study showed that

1. The standards of professional qualifications for teachers of the Chinese language
consist of 4 competencies: 1) being able communicate in Chinese in a familiar social context,
2) make periodic lesson plans, 3) teaching Chinese for communication, and 4) developing

oneself in the profession.

2. The tools and criteria for assessing the competencies of Chinese language teachers
consist of exam results from the standard Chinese proficiency exam, assessment of the

periodic lesson plans, teaching assessment, teacher’s reflection notes, and interviews.

After the assessment criteria for the standards and professional qualifications were
implemented with a total of 86 people, it was found that, in the first competency, the use
of Chinese for communication in a familiar social context, all participants passed the Chinese
proficiency test; the second competency, periodic lesson planning, 73 people passed the
criteria, which was 84.8 percent; the third competency, teaching Chinese language for
communication, 76 people passed the criteria, accounting for 88.37 percent, and the last
competency, professional self-development, 72 people passed the criteria, representing
83.72 percent of the total test takers. From the satisfaction survey on the standards of

professional qualifications were appropriate at a high level.

Keywords: Professional standards and qualifications, Chinese language teachers
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