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THE COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH FOR LEARNING CHINESE WITH THE TOTAL PHYSICAL
RESPONSE (TPR) METHOD FOR THE GRADE 4 STUDENTS OF WAY KHU-YANG,
KAMPHENG PHET PRIMARY EDUCATION AREA OFFICE 1
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Abstract

The present study aims for examining the Chinese communication skills of the Grade 4
students in Wat Khu Yang School, Kamphaeng Phet Primary Education Area Office 1, before and
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after learning Chinese with the communicative approach (total physical response or TPR), and
evaluating the students’ satisfaction towards the communicative approach, TPR. The population
included six classrooms of 245 Grade 4 students in Wat Khu Yang School, Kamphaeng Phet Primary
Education Area Office 1 in the first semester in the academic year of 2014. The samples were 42
Grade 4 students in Room No. 4/1 of Wat Khu Yang School, Kamphaeng Phet Primary Education
Area Office 1. The cluster random sampling method was used. Research instruments included the
learning plans with TPR, 40-item achievement test for learning Chinese communication skills (listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills), and 10 rating scale item questionnaire surveying student
satisfaction towards the Chinese teaching procedure with TPR. Mean (.X), standard deviation (S.D.)
and t-test were used for analyzing data. The findings demonstrate that the average scores of the
Grade 4 students’ Chinese communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing skills) before
and after learning the subject were 7.93 and 31.10, respectively. By comparing the scores in the
pre- and post-tests, it shows that the scores in the post-test were significantly higher than that in
the pre-test at the significance level of .05. Regarding listening, speaking, reading and writing skills,
the scores for all skills in the post-test were higher than that in the pre-test. The students were
satisfied with the Chinese teaching procedure with TPR. In overall terms, the satisfaction was high.

Keywords: communication skills, communicative approach, total physical response
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