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China’s Economic and Investment

TRAVEL BEHAVIOR OF CHINESE TOURISTS VISITING
THE SIMILAN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK

NILKUMHAENG Jongjin and CHAVANATNUSORN Pannika

Silpakorn University
*e-mail: jongjin@ms.su.ac.th

Abstract

The research “Travel Behavior of Chinese Tourists Visiting the Similan
Islands National Park” was aimed at exploring demographics, travel patterns and
behavior of Chinese tourists who visited the Similan Islands National Park, as well as
their post-visit opinions on the tourist attractions on the islands. Mixed methods,
including quantitative and qualitative research approaches, were employed for the
research. Quantitative research methods were applied to study the demographic
characteristics and travel behavior of Chinese tourists, in order to describe trends in
their travel behavior. On the other hand, qualitative research methods, including in-
depth interviews and observatory participation, were used to create a better
understanding of the ideas behind their travel behavior.

The results revealed that most of the samples were 20-30 years old, had a
bachelor's degree education, and were business owners, most of whom had
medium to high salaries. In addition, they received information about the Similan
Islands National Park from tourism websites. Most of them travelled with their
spouses or family members and spent 1-2 days in the islands. Their most popular
activity was relaxing on the beach, and the islands’ most impressive things for them
included the beauty of the beaches, the seawater and the presence of tortoises in
their natural surroundings. A major problem for ‘them during their travel was
communication. They  recommended improvement in cleanliness and
accommodation facilities. Though the tourists thought that the facilities and
services at the Similan island national park were not fully developed, most of them
had a positive attitude towards the preservation of nature on and around the
Similan Islands; they stated they would come back te the islands and would
recommé@#d others to visit the islands.
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TRAVEL BEHAVIOR OF CHINESE TOURISTS VISITING
THE SIMILAN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK

NILKUMHAENG Jongjin* and CHAVANATNUSORN Pannika

Silpakorn University
*e-mail: jongjin@ms.su.ac.th

Abstract

The research “Travel Behavior of Chinese Tourists Visiting the Similan Islands
National Park” was aimed at exploring demographics, travel patterns and behavior of
Chinese tourists who visited the Similan Islands National Park, as well as their post-visit
opinions on the tourist attractions on the islands. Mixed methods, including quantitative
and qualitative research approaches, were employed for the research. Quantitative
research methods were applied to study the demographic characteristics and travel
behavior of Chinese tourists, in order to describe trends in their travel behavior. On the
other hand, qualitative research methods, including in-depth interviews and observatory
participation, were used to create a better understanding of the ideas behind their travel
behavior.

The results revealed that most of the samples were 20-30 years old, had a
bachelor’s degree education, and were business owners, most of whom had medium to
high salaries. In addition, they received information about the Similan Islands National Park
from tourism websites. Most of them travelled with their spouses or family members and
spent 1-2 days in the islands. Their most popular activity was relaxing on the beach, and
the islands’ most impressive things for them included the beauty of the beaches, the
seawater and the presence of tortoises in their natural surroundings. A major problem for
them during their travel was communication. They recommended improvement
in cleanliness and accommodation facilities. Though the tourists thought that the facilities
and services at the Similan Islands National Park were not fully developed, most of them
had a positive attitude towards the preservation of nature on and around the Similan
Islands; they stated they would come back to the islands and would recommend others to
visit the islands.

Keywords: Travel behavior, Chinese tourists, Foreign tourists in the Similan islands
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